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Representative Daniel Burgess 
303 House Office Building  
402 South Monroe Street  
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 
 
January 10, 2018 
 
Dear Representative Burgess, 

On behalf of the coalition of undersigned business and employer organizations, we 

appreciate your proactive efforts to reform Florida’s Workers’ Compensation system.  

Florida’s Workers’ Compensation system has a significant impact on Florida’s 

employers and employees, and we are grateful for your passion and initiative as you 

tackle this important issue.  Respectfully, we offer the following points for your 

consideration as you approach the process of reform. 

First, we encourage you and your colleagues to consider not only the basis for the 

existing rates, but the data that is yet to come.  It is tempting to look at the recent 

decrease in rates and assume that all is well.  Your comments in committee demonstrate 

that you well understand that even with the recent decrease, reform is still necessary.  

We respectfully urge the House to stand ready for reform once the full impact of the 

Castellanos case is realized.  It is our assertion that until post-Castellanos claims data is 

applied as the basis for workers’ compensation rates, reform efforts may prove 

premature and ultimately, inadequate.   

Second, we continue to emphasize the necessity of addressing attorney fees.  We are 

already seeing a considerable increase in attorney fees for claimants’ attorneys.  Without 

a clear and decisive approach to the attorney fee provision, system costs will continue to 

rise, to the detriment of employees and employers.  The House bill certainly attempts to 

address this issue.  Respectfully, we assert that more can be done in the area of attorney 

fees to control system costs without jeopardizing benefits to Florida employees. 

Again, we appreciate your initiative on this very important issue.  We look forward to 

working cooperatively with you and your colleagues to put forth timely reforms that take 

into consideration the most relevant claims data and focus specifically on attorney fees 

as the most significant cost driver in the system. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Associated Builders and Contractors of Florida 

Associated Industries of Florida 

Florida Association of Counties 
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Florida Building Materials Association 

Florida Chamber of Commerce 

Florida Home Builders Association 

Florida Justice Reform Institute 

Florida League of Cities 

Florida Poultry Association 

Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association 

Florida Retail Federation 

Florida Roofing & Sheet Metal Contractors Association 

Florida Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Contractors Association 

Florida Sheriffs Risk Management Fund 

Florida United Businesses Association 

Manufacturers Association of Florida 

National Federation of Independent Business 

 

 

cc: Florida House of Representatives (all members) 


